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Excellencies
Distinguished Delegates,

May I first of all thank all the delegations that have come from across
the globe to attend this High-level meeting on HIV/AIDS

We have had a rich and engaging debate over the last three days,
involving active participation from Member States, representatives
from civil society and UN agencies, funds and programmes.

| would like to briefly highlight some of the key themes which
emerged from our discussions;

First, that the HIV/AIDS pandemic is a public health as well as a
development issue. Some delegations made the point that in their
respective countries, HIV/AIDS is among the biggest threats to their
sustained economic development and the achievement of the MDGs.
An effective response to the pandemic must therefore become a
central feature of all our development efforts. This means that
strengthening public health systems, including by stemming the
brain drain, must go hand in hand with an effective national strategy
to combat HIV/AIDS.

Second, an effective response to the pandemic must have human
rights and gender equality at its core. The rights of people living
with AIDS, and other vulnerable groups must be protected, including
women's rights to make informed decisions about their sexual healih.
In this regard, civic education and courageous leadership are
critical. Stigmatisation and discrimination, including travel restrictions,
drive the pandemic under-ground, from where an effective response
becomes impossible.






