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“We are all connect e

Tackling exclusion key to effective global response to AIDS

Representatives of key at-risk populations have urged governments and the United Nations (UN) to strengthen
connections across all sectors in the response to HIV and AIDS.

“We are all connected,” stated Robert Glatodayweatear i
speaking about particularly affected communities
tomorrow’s generalized epidemic.”

Five representatives of civil society organizations participating in the UN High Level Meeting on AIDS spoke
at a press conference on June 11, focusing on the exclusion of marginalized and at-risk populations and the need
for civil society to be fully involved in the response to AIDS at all levels.

“Am | i nvi saknlinhraydt TripaghiSoOKASTITVA, an organization for the support and development
of sexual minorities. “We transgenders are treat
start being human again and be treated as such?”

Tripathi stated that HIV adds another layer of stigma to often marginalized groups, a layer that Meena Seshu,
who works with sex workers on HIV prevention and education in India, said is counter to fighting the
pandemic.

“Sex workers are one of t hstosgpp the papdsmicoblit aspogaspvé keep wh o
|l ooking down on sex workers, this wild.@l not happe
experience discrimination need to be shown that they too can fight HIV—t hat ' s t he modé€él we

Speakers reiterated the goal, set by UN member states in 2006, to reach universal access to treatment,
prevention, support and care by 2010, a goal which can only be attained by ensuring human rights for all.

“There will be rmpoeowniev ewhsoa lu saec cdersusg sf arf our human
Stijn Goossein, International Network of People Who Use Drugs. He explained that even within the UN system

there is a disconnect in the approach to at-risk populations. In some instances, groups such as people who use

drugs are lumped in programs on crime and terrorism.



Rev. J.P. Heath of the International Network of Religious Leaders Living with or Personally Affected by HIV,

noting recent calls to do away with HIV-relatedt r a v e | restrictions said, “sc
initiatives have moved on, management of HIV has moved on, but stuck in the legal systems of over 70
countries around the world are still laws and policies which are antiquated, irrational, inef f ect i ve, anc

The same holds true f or p élgppthi explaged thaetke previleace o stigma t h
and discrimination is where the real chall enge s
myth that this will make them and the virus invisible.

For further information

More information for the media on civil society statements and actions during the High Level meeting can be
found at:
http://www.ua2010.org/en/UNGASS/Press-Centre

For more information or to set up interviews email media@ua2010.org or call:

Callie Long, International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO): 1-647-267-9813

Kelly Castagnaro, Internati olnr6ack707Wiwdmen’ s Heal t h C
Sara Speicher, Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance (EAA): 1-917-499-1540
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